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Looking Under the Hood of a Pledge Drive l'tds i mportant to remember, howeyler,
consistently show a direct correlation between parental involvement
ahPstu@et Bchidveniest. THiS thansfat8siosiyrffiant!y igher test
scores. In other words, our active engagement as parents impacts
our childdés academic performance
throughout high school.

A warm and heartfelt #fAthank youhf
became new members during our fall pledge drive. While | do not

yet have final totals to share, some interesting patterns are worth
noting. On average, one out of every six families financially sup-

ports the arts each year i a ratio that remains fairly static.

and

The Arts Foundation is one place that provides a variety of

opportunities to rekindle aiconneglcti ol
Pl etigkdligh valuAtEdAng A anthAs&idssroh tassBtingad o arls ever ¥

or showcase, bringing your ideas to our monthly meetings, or

perhaps assisting with a short term need. As a school supporter,

advocate, or decision maker, your imprint helps strengthen the

vitality of the learning environment.

Most responses came from families attending Oak Grove School.
While 1 dm confident that this
less passion from Willowside parents for a vibrant academic envi-
ronment, it provides some thoughts to consider.

Many families with older children attend the Oak Grove Union
School District for the first time beginning with 6" and 7" grade.
This is a transitional period for maturing students as well as par-
ents. The relatively short two or three middle school years can
exacerbate a feeling by parents to disengage a bit. In fact, re-

Likewise, your donation keeps alive a community mandate for arts
curriculum. I1tdés an | mmoragrean-t | i pfk
education. If you have not yet filled out a pledge form, please do

b et

search correlates a waning involvement by parents as children

so. Copies can be found at www.ogep.org. We hope to see you

reach pre-teen and adolescent age.

soon!

MONTHLY TOPIC

$65,000

N

U HELP US REACH OUR GOAL OFT

Pledge Drive Update

We are in the final stages of our annual Pledge Drive, and with pledg
donations still coming inwe are currently at $41,325 or 64% of our

$65,000 goal of $65,000. Please help us reach our goal!
= I[$60,000] This year we are asking families to donate only $99 per child to help uf
Jdd [ $55.000 maintain a strong Fine Arts Program that engages every student in our schppl
JI0 district. We invite you, your family, friends and relatives to contribute to The
@L~m saﬂ’ Arts Foundation/lOGEPConsider your donation as a  wonderful
[ $45.000] " Christmas present for your family!

Did you know that OGEP is a nedbr-profit organization¥ our donations
qualify as a tax deduction!!

Pledge forms are available at the schools and online at www.ogusd.org.
We thank you for your support. You are awesome!



http://www.ogep.org

INTHE SPOTLIGHT

MS. LAUREN CHRONINGER
GENERAL MUSIC INSTRUCTOR & CHOIR DIRECTOR
LCHRONINGER@OGUSD.ORG
542-3322

Ms. Lauren Chroninger teaches General Music to grades 4, 5 & 6 and directs
the Choirs at both Oak Grove and Willowside. MShroninger earned a

double major at Sonoma State University in both Jazz Studies and Music
Education.During her sophomore year she had the opportunity and privilege of
studying jazz vocals at the University of New Orleans withMegsaligamily!

As a long time pianist and vocalist, Ms. C has performed with various elemen-
tary, high school and college groupShe also has toured various parts of
Europe and Chicago with local choirs.

In 2008, Lauren completed her teaching credential as well as welcomed the
birth of her beautiful baby girl, LilyThe following year she applied to teach at

Wil l owside and was hired to direct ins
General Music.In 2010 her job was expanded to include the direction of Oak i
Groveds Choir and the instruction of General Music for grades

Since then, she has welcomed the birth of baby #2, Jackson MokgrC is
thankful for her job and the wonderful community of Oak Grove Union School
District. We are very fortunate to have an instructor with such talent and ex-
perience. Thank you, Ms. C, for everything you do for our students!

UPCOMING EVENTS  (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

WINTER CONCERTS

Wednesday, 12/7/11, 6:30pm, Willowside gym
Thursday, 12/15/11, 6:30pm Oak Grove MUR

Get ready for two wonderful musical evenings at Oak
Grove and Willowside schools with Choir Director
Lauren Chroninger and Band Director Rick Clifford.
The Willowside band is bigger than ever. You will
notice a much fuller sound
original arrangement dbo Re MiThe Oak Grove band

is doing so well that they plan to perforfRaiders of the
Lost Arkan arrangement for middle school musicians!
The Choirs are looking forward to singing for family
and friends. We are sure to hear music representative
of the winter holidays, as well as classical and jazz
pieces.

Come and show your support while having family fun.
Hope to see you there!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER 2011 AND DECEMBER 2011

11/29/11 @ 7:00PM The Arts Foundation meeting
at the District Office board room.

12/7/11 @ 6:30pm Winter Concert atWillowside
School (gymnasium).

12/15/11 @ 6:30pm Winter Concert atOak
GroveSchool (MulttUse Roon

Quilt square, left,
created at 2011
Kidsd Art
shop held at Oak
Grove School. This
quilt raised $350.00
which will buy arts
materials for stu-
dent s this year.
Right, preparing art
work for the An-
nual Silent Auction
as well as having
fun creating pieces
to take home.

JANUARY 2012 AND FEBRUARY 2012

1/19/12 @ 3:45pm Fine Arts Committee meeting,
District Office board room.

1/24/12 @ 7:00pm The Arts Foundation meeting
at the District Office Board Room.

1/25/12 @ 6:30pm Oak Grove Performing Arts
Showcase for 3rd, 4th & 5th grades\illowside
school gymnasium.

2/15/12 @ 6:30pm OG Fine Arts Showcase for
2nd grade at Oak Grove School (MUR).
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ARTS HIGHLIGHTS

7" grade Art & Science Integration

Recently, Willowside 7 grade students learned
observation skills that are critically important to
scientists and artists alike. Fine Arts Program
teacher Teresa Lewis and Science teacher Ms.
GrimaLowe collaborated to

integrate Science and Visual

Art in the study of diatoms,

fungi and flowers. Students

learned techniques of close

observation and illustration.

Ms. Lewis focuses on teaching

the students to slow down

and " GUDZ ZKDW WKH\ DFWXDOO\
see, not what they think they

V H {brapting by 7th grade student.)

3rd grade Arts Integration

Third grade students
study Miwoks Indians,
native California animals
and their habitats. In
November each of the
third grade classrooms
at Oak Grove enjoyed
an 80 minute workshop
with storyteller/artist
Ane Carla Rovetta.

After a dramatic storytelling of a Miwok legend
about a native California animal, Ane Carla Rovetta
instructed students in drawing the animal with pas-
tels. This lesson represents the seamless way that
the visual arts and theater arts can convey and

enrich core curriculum in Science and Social Studies

(Drawing by 3rd grade student. )




